
Haddonfield Human Relations Commission Meeting 

June 21, 2018 

 

Attendees:   Ellen Stone, Wendy Brown-Blau, Kelly Gilrain, Heather Kumor, Jonathan 

Maxson, Karen Schultz, Nancy DeLaura 

 

Guests: Kimberly Dickstein (English teacher at HMHS) 

Minutes: 

1. Meeting called to order at 7:35 by Ellen Stone. 

2. Minutes from May 18 will be distributed via email and Ellen will ask for email vote to 

approve. 

3. New Business 

a. Appointment of 2 new committee members, Karen Schultz and Nancy 

DeLaura 

b. Recap of Community Conversation on Gun Violence. Panelists were very 

insightful. Members agreed that it is important that audience members had 

diverse opinions which help to shape perspective and hearing a dissenting 

point of view is part of the process.  A suggestion was made to have a police 

officer present at future community conversations. Thank you notes have 

been distributed to panelists, Ellen signed them on behalf of the HHRC. On 

Friday June 1, Borough Hall was lit in Orange in recognition of gun violence 

awareness. Neal acknowledged the HRRC in his remarks. An attendance 

discussion was had. The current email distribution list is clean; bounce back 

emails have been removed. Someone asked if high school students were 

invited to attend and they were but there was still limited attendance by 

students. Discussion on what leads to limited attendance and how we can 

drive numbers up while acknowledging that most guests have packed 

schedules. 

c. Recommendation by BOE to enlist the HHRC to engage in community and 

school diversity sensitivity trainings.  More information on this will follow. 

d. Ellen Stone recognized guest Kim Dickstein who addressed the HHRC on ways 

to collaborate with Haddonfield Memorial High School. The school musical is 

going to be West Side Story which centers on racial conflict will be held in 

March 2019. Some of the ideas discussed were having a speaker series which 

could be collaboration between the HRRC and the HMHS Drama Club led by 

Kim’s colleague at HMHS, Matt DiDonato. If a speaker’s series was held, the 

speakers could address some of the issues that occur in the play including 

some of the language. Additional ideas included tying the speaker series into 

the Martin Luther King Day event. The HMHS drama club could be invited to a 

January speaker series to perform some of the songs featured in West Side 

Story. There was also some discussion from audience guests about ways to 

shift the setting of the musical from racial conflict to cultural conflict. Guests 

also suggested possible speakers. There was also discussion about a Book 

Club and the suggestion was made to follow up with Matt DiDonato. 

e. The Civic Association would like to appoint someone to the HRRC. It was 

agreed that Civic Association members are always welcome to attend HRRC 

meetings and if someone from the Civic Association would like to join the 

HRRC, they can apply by via the Borough website using the online application. 

f. A recommendation has been made to the Commissioners to increase the 

HHRC committee members from seven (7) to nine (9).  There has been 

increased interest in community dialogue, this would be a good time to 

capitalize on that and expand the committee. Heather Kumor discussed taking 



one of the two unfilled Alternate spots as her time to devote to the committee 

is becoming more limited. If Heather moved to an Alternate and the 

committee expanded, there would be 3 open spots and 1 Alternate to fill. 

There was discussion on how to increase the diversity on the HRRC and how 

to encourage neighbors to apply. 

 

g. There was much discussion from audience members regarding the alleged 

incident involving the HMHS boy’s lacrosse team. No one on the HRRC had 

any new information to share as no one from the Borough or the Board of 

Education was present. Angela Melzi shared her daughter’s experience as 

student at HMHS. Susan Hoch also shared her thoughts on the incident and 

her experience at the May Board of Education meeting. Lisa Goetz shared a 

letter that she had written to Mr. Klaus, principal of Haddonfield Memorial 

High School as well as resources on how to apologize.  

 

h. Haddonfield Community Calendar updates for 2018-2019 include the Martin 

Luther King Candlelight March which will be held on January 21, 2019, and 

adding the dates for Ramadan. Wendy will find the Community Calendar 

contact to ensure that these dates get added. 

 

i. Outreach to additional organizations was discussed and HRRC members 

divided up responsibility for getting in touch with and learning more about the 

following organizations: Haddonfield Indivisible (?), Camden County HRC; 

Karen, State of New Jersey HRC; Heather, and CARE Program; Kelly. 

 

j. Discussion centered on updating the HRRC brochure. Jonathan had updated 

the one sheet which is left at Borough Hall. A suggestion was made to ask 

students who are part of the Digital Literacy Club at the High School to help 

with the design. 

 

k. Students Reps from HMHS to the HRRC were expanded this year from 2 to 4. 

At times, some of the representatives struggled with attendance because of 

other time commitments. Their voice is valuable so one suggestion is to have 

2 seniors who are shadowed by 2 juniors to create seamless succession.  

 

4. Old Business 

a. If Heather moves to an Alternate position, one is still immediately 

available. 

b. Schomer Award will be presented at June 26 Commissioner Meeting. 

HRRC members are encouraged to attend. 

c. Status of the Haddonfield Community Pledge Book. The Pledge Book is at 

the Library. A suggestion was made to make it more visible in the Library. 

Wendy agreed to work with the Library board on this. 

d. Handicap Accessibility Map due to the length of the meeting, this was 

tabled until September. 

e. There will be no summer meetings. The next regular meeting of the HRRC 

will be held on September 20, 2018, at 7:30 in Borough Hall. 

 

5. The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 pm by Ellen Stone. 

 

 


